

                                    Wilby Parish Council Minutes
Minutes of the meeting of Wilby Parish Council held on Thursday 13th July 2023 
Wilby Village Hall at 7pm.
Attendees: Cllr Steve Lee (Chair) Cllr Robin Cross, Cllr Rebecca
Regis, District Cllr Anders Linder, Deborah Griffiths (Parish Clerk). There were five members of the public in attendance.
156.23 Apologies received from Cllr Collins, Gemma  Hill (Footpath warden) and Julian Roughton (Tree warden)
157.23 Cllr Lee informed attendees that Cllr Williamson had now resigned from the Parish Council.
158.23 To receive declaration of interest. None
159.23 To consider requests for Dispensation. None
160.23 To resolve that the minutes of the meeting of the Annual Meeting of the Council and the standard meeting of the council held on Thursday 11th May 2023.
are a true and correct record. Minutes agreed and signed as an accurate record.
161.23 Public participation session (15 minutes) There were no reports from the Footpath or Tree Wardens. District Cllr Linder explained that the last District Council meeting had been cancelled therefore he did not have anything to report. A member of the public reported that the 30 mph signs in the Village were no longer upright. Cllr Lee explained that SCC Highways had to prioritise in accordance with their budgetary constraints, but encouraged residents to report any defects direct to Suffolk County Council nevertheless.
162.23 items for discussion – progress reports
Highway Safety Measures Wilby Village.
Cllr Lee updated attendees that a site meeting had taken place on 21st June 2023 with Wayne Saunders Suffolk County Council (SCC) highways engineer. Following this meeting Mr Saunders was of the view that a second gate positioned on the highway outside Wilby School would not be agreed by SCC due to maintenance costs. Cllr Lee has discussed a number of alternative solutions with the Headteacher.
It was agreed that the road markings outside the school were in need of refreshment. Cllr Lee stated he would continue to negotiate costs and funding for this work with SCC. Cllr Lee would report back once he had received clarification. SL/DG
In order to proceed with gateway signs there was a need to ensure there a minimum of 450mm clearance from the road to the edge of the sign at the proposed erection sites. Cllr Cross agreed he would investigate this matter and report back RC.
Worlingworth Road – speed limits
Cllr Lee had previously received written communication from the residents of Worlingworth Road, regarding the installation of a 40mph speed limit signage. 
Following a site meeting on Wednesday 21st June 2023 between  Wayne Saunders Cllr Cross and the Parish Clerk a number of points had been raised by him. Mr Saunders referred to the SCC Speed Limit Policy, he explained that a number of criteria need to be met before the speed limit on a highway could be changed.
Upon assessing Worlingworth Road against the backdrop of the speed limit policy Mr Saunders thought that a reduction to 50mph was the only possible option. He did not consider a 40mph speed limit would be agreed by SCC and other agencies.
Mr Saunders further explained that before moving forward with any change in speed limit, a traffic survey could be considered at a cost of approx £400. Payable by the Parish Council.
If following the survey a change in speed limit is considered necessary, there would need to be a change to the current Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) this would require extensive consultation with other agencies and the public, the cost of the process together with new signs would be in the region of £10,000 to be paid for locally.
Another option was suggested by Mr Saunders which would involve the addition of “slow markings”  on the road and pedestrian warning signs. There would be no need to change the TRO in this case and would cost approximately £2,000. Only the agreement of the SCC Councillor and Parish Council would be required in this instance.
A lengthy discussion took place, residents highlighted that there had been several near misses along that road. There had been a recent accident and the lack of kerb made it particularly hazardous to walk along the road. 
It was agreed that Cllr Lee would contact Cllr Gould (SCC) to discuss the matter, including any financial support that might be available. SL/DG
Residents agreed that they would write direct to Cllr Gould (SCC), highlighting the problems encountered and requesting his support. District Cllr Anders Linder agreed his support and Cllr Lee also offered the  support  of Wilby Parish Council in principal.
It was agreed that this matter would remain an agenda item. -DG
EV Chargers – single payment/contractual issues
Cllr Cross reported that there had recently been changes to the contractual arrangements between Anglia Charging and Wilby Village Hall. Cllrs had no comment to make upon these changes.
It was agreed that a single figure for payment until February 2024 would be sought from Anglia charging/Ian Taylor it is hoped the figure would be obtained within 14 days before the next invoice would be issued.
163.23 to consider Planning Applications and response
Planning Application consultation DC/23/02831 conversion of and extension to barn, including erection of a cart lodge/garage at Stanway Green Worlingworth Suffolk.
Cllrs considered the application, there were no objections to the application. Cllrs reviewed and concurred with the comments contained within the Heritage Officers report.
164.23 Finance
To authorise payments listed below:
Wilby Village Hall – Coronation donation £200
Heelis and Lodge Audit £130.00
Anglia Car Charging/ Wilby Village Hall £28.80 (June)
Anglia Car Charging / Wilby Village Hall £28.80 (July)
Clerks Postage £17.60
Clerks Salary May/June
(see below discussion)
There are no receipts to note.
165.23 Governance
 Internal Audit – June 2023 Heelis and Lodge.
Cllrs discussed the recent audit and noted the contents and recommendations contained within it.
Review of record management policy and internal financial controls policy.
These items to be brought forward to the next meeting. Clerk to Forward documents prior to meeting for comment by councillors. - ALL
Highway Survey refund £876
Cllr Gould  (SCC) has been recently contacted in relation to this matter a reply is awaited – DG
166.23 – any items from Parish Councillors
Register of members interest – agreed that clerk would collate forms in the future from Cllrs to ensure all completed and forwarded as required .-DG
Improved links with other Parishes bordering Wilby – agreed that Clerk would contact other Parish Clerks bordering Wilby and ask for copies of their meeting agendas so that Wilby Cllrs could see what was taking place in other areas nearby. - DG
Clerks additional hours (closed discussion) Clerk asked to leave the meeting
Agreed – The Parish Clerk would be paid  additional  salary for extra work carried out in May and June. 
In addition the Parish Clerks weekly hours would increase from 4 hours per week to 6 hours per week. To be reviewed in six months. Parish Clerk to continue recording hours of work and tasks completed.
167.23 – There were no new items from Councillors for next meeting.
168.23 – Date of next meeting – To note a change of date the next meeting will take place        on Thursday 7th September 2023 at Wilby Village Hall at 7pm.
