Wilby Parish Council


Minutes of the Wilby Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 7th January 2015 at 7.30pm in Coronation Hall, Wilby.
Councillors (Cllrs) present:  I Williamson (Chair), D Holliday, P Dupuy, S Lee, T Strehlow and I Taylor.
In attendance: 1 member of the public, G McGregor (County Councillor), S Gemmill (District Councillor), J Collett (Clerk to the Council).

1.15
To consider accepting apologies for absence – Cllr M Stanford,
2.15
To approve and sign the minutes of the council meeting on 5th November 2014. The minutes being previously circulated were approved unanimously and signed by the Chair.
3.15
To resign minutes of 12th August & 3rd September re incorrect page numbering. These minutes were resigned due to errors in page numbering. All Cllrs unanimously agreed the amendments.
4.15
To record declarations of interest from members in any item to be discussed.  No declarations were received.
5.15 To consider dispensation from members in any item to be discussed. No dispensations were received.
The meeting was adjourned at 7-35pm
Public Forum

(i) Parishioner’s questions or comments The resident stated that the Emergency Planning Plan should be renewed every 2 years and is now overdue.
(ii) District & County Councillors’ reports. Cllr Gemmill stated he had nothing to report, but would be happy to answer any questions. Cllr McGregor gave an update on County Council matters. Cllr McGregor praised the excellent examination results achieved by Wilby Primary school and the support given by staff and parents. Cllr McGregor also commented on the excellent High Schools that are in the area. The local library service has now seen a big refurbishment. Cllr McGregor confirmed there would be no increase in the County Council precept for the forthcoming year and also no drawing on any of the reserves to meet revenue costs. 
(iii) To receive the Tree and Footpath Wardens’ report. Nothing to report.
(iv) To receive the Police report. Apologies from PCSO Kane Martin, but a report has been submitted stating there have been no crimes since the last report. Information about Police Connect was supplied.  Details of this will be circulated with these minutes and put onto the website.
Meeting re-convened at  7-40pm.
6.15 To receive an update from the Clerk on outstanding actions from last meeting: 
Nothing to report
7.15 To consider new & outstanding planning applications, including consultation responses
7.15.1 
Granting of Listed Building consent for Green Farm, Wilby Green 3145/14 Noted
7.15.2 
Granting of Listed Building consent for Sundial Cottage, London City Road 2731/14 Noted
7.15.3 
To consider planning application for erection of 2 new residential dwellings with garages, land adjacent Church Farm, Church Rd, Wilby. Following discussions the Council unanimously agreed to object to this application on the following grounds:


(i) The properties are to big for the location in the village.


(ii) Concern about the encroachment on the land originally acquired for the shelter belt to the proximity of the agricultural land.


(iii) This application will also stretch the village envelope.
7.15.4     Granting of consent for new vehicular access at The Old Butchers Arms 3376/14. Noted

7.15.5  
Refusal of change of use for Manor Farm from Agricultural to Dwelling House 3589/14 Noted. 
8.15
To consider adoption of the model Grievance procedure. This policy having been previously circulated to Cllrs was proposed by Cllr Williamson & 2nd by Cllr Holliday and unanimously approved.
9.15
To consider adoption of the model Disciplinary procedure. This policy having been previously circulated to Cllrs was proposed by Cllr Williamson & 2nd by Cllr Holliday and unanimously approved.
10.15
To consider the Parish survey from Mid Suffolk DC. Following discussion by the Cllrs, Cllr Williamson has agreed to complete this document and return it by the deadline of 31st January 2015.
11.15
To consider the purchase of a Defibrillator. The proposal is to purchase the defibrillator using funds from Rix Petroleum. They have a scheme that gives back 0.04p per litre to community funds. There is critical need for volunteers. Cllr Taylor reports that the Village Hall Committee are happy for it to be installed on the outside wall of the hall. The Parish Council would meet the cost of installation. The Council vote in favour of the principle of the purchase with a proviso that location, installation costs, type of cabinet and volunteers are agreed before purchase. Cllr Strehlow has agreed to be the contact with the project manager Tim Gillingham. The clerk will also be in contact with the clerk from Cratfield for further information.
12.15
To consider the proposal to MSDC re the reduction in the speed limit on London City Road. Cllr Taylor has produced a first draft for a proposal to Suffolk County Council. Cllr Taylor will forward this to Cllr McGregor who has advised that he will cover 50% of the costs, looking towards Wilby PC for a contribution from them. However Cllr McGregor also has a separate locality budget that we could apply to. Main expenses are legal costs, maybe in the region of £2000 - £3000. Cllrs were invited to offer comment on the draft submission.
13.15
To consider the budget for 2015/16 & report from Finance Working Group. Cllr Williamson reported back from the Finance Working Group, confirming that an internal control check has been completed by Cllrs Williamson & Holliday. All was found to be in order. The clerk will keep a record of all planning applications in a separate file and will also keep on file any dispensation forms received. All  Cllrs unanimously agreed the budget for 2015/2016.
14.15 To agree the precept for 2015/2016 Cllr Williamson proposed the precept to remain at £3500. Seconded by 
Cllr Dupuy  and unanimously agreed. The precept letter was signed by the Chair and Clerk.
15.15 To receive updated accounts. Cllrs have all received the updated accounts circulated previously.
16.15 Finance 

(i) Current Account 
Bank balance  (22/12/2014)
£721-51



(ii) Reserve Account 
Bank balance (22/12/2014)
£7355-51




(iii) Account Payments:

a. Information Commissioner
Data Protection



£35-00
b. Eye & District Vol Centre
Donation



£15-00
c. J Collett


Expenses



£91-58
d. J Collett


Salary Oct – Dec


£248-90
e. HMRC


Oct-Dec




£62-00
Cllr Williamson proposed & Cllr Strehlow seconded, all Cllrs agreed the payments.
17.15 To receive and discuss items from Parish Councillors
Update from Cllrs Taylor & Strehlow re the Village Survey. Cllr Taylor presented the council with the first draft. This will forward to the Cllrs by email and any comments should be sent direct to Cllr Taylor as soon as possible. Cllrs Taylor & Strehlow will meet to discuss the logistics and report back.
Cllr Williamson informed the Cllrs about the latest Legal Advice Note from NALC. From 1st April 2017 Parish Councils with a turnover of under £25000 will be exempt from External audit. With effect from 1st July 2015 Parish Councils will need to abide by a Disclosure Code. Key financial and related information will need to be placed on the website including full details of any individual items of expenditure incurred made over £100.
Cllr Lee suggested that in the months where there was no Parish Council meeting a short paragraph should be placed in the Parish newsletter notifying the date of the next Parish Council meeting and inviting residents to attend.

18.15 Correspondence received Noted & circulated. 
19.15 To receive items for the next Agenda. 
(i)Emergency Planning Review

(ii)Village Survey

(iii)Speed restriction on London City Road

(iv)Elections

(v)Defibrillator
20.15 Date and time of the next meeting 4th March 2015 at 7-30pm.
Meeting Closed 9-50pm.
Chair_____________________________________________Date________________________
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