Wilby Parish Council


Minutes of the Wilby Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 5th November 2014 at 7.30 pm in Coronation Hall, Wilby

Councillors (Cllrs) present: I Williamson (Chair), D Holliday, M Stanford, S Lee, I Taylor and T Strehlow

In attendance: 5 members of the public, S Gemmill (District Councillor) & J Collett (Clerk to the Council)
1. To consider accepting apologies for absence – Cllr. Penny Dupuy (Unwell) 
2. To approve and sign the minutes of the council meeting/s – The minutes of 3rd September, having been previously circulated to all members were unanimously agreed and signed by the Chair, having been proposed and seconded by Cllrs. Williamson and Lee. Minutes from the PC meeting on the 2nd July were also signed following the amendment of the page numbering.
3. To record declarations of interest from members in any item to be discussed – Cllr. Holliday declared an interest in item no 6 (ii). 
4. To consider dispensation from members in any item to be discussed – Cllr. Holliday was granted dispensation being allowed to stay for the discussion but to leave the room for the decision. 
Public Forum–Meeting was adjourned at 7.40pm 

(i) Parishioner’s questions or comments – Why are the public not able to speak at any time? Member of the public stated that they admire the work the council do, but think that the PC does not have enough contact with the village. The Chair responded accordingly.
(ii) District & County Councillors’ reports – Cllr Gemmill stated that there was nothing new to report, but would be happy to answer any questions. No report from County Councillor McGregor 

(iii) To receive the Tree and Footpath Wardens’ report – No report was received due to ill health.
(iv) To receive the Police report – Apologies from PCSO Kane Martin who was not on duty. A report was received just prior to the meeting confirming there had been no reported crimes since the last meeting. Information was also given on Anti-Social Behaviour. Full report is attached.
The meeting was reconvened at 7.46pm
5. To receive an update from the Clerk on outstanding actions from last meeting – Nothing to report
6. To consider new & outstanding planning applications, including consultation responses:
(i) Granting of planning permission for barn conversion at Green Farm-Noted.
(ii)Listed buildings work re conversion of barn to dwelling house at Green Farm, Wilby Green 3145/14 A           condition of the approved planning permission was that listing buildings consent was required. Cllr Holliday left the room. The council unanimously approved the application for the listed buildings works.

(iii) Change the use of Sundial Lodge to create 2no. Units of holiday accommodation 2741/14 
Meeting was adjourned at 8-06 to allow the public to comment.

A resident had concerns including additional traffic and the noise that this change of use may incur. The change of use is indicated as D1 which is a change to commercial.

Meeting was reconvened at 8-10.

Much discussion took place and a proposal by Cllr Williamson to oppose on the grounds of access and the noise may be a nuisance to neighbouring properties. Also inaccuracies were noted in the design & access statement. Seconded by Cllr Holliday with a majority agreeing. 

(iv) Listed Building works for Sundial Lodge 2731/14. Due to the above response the Cllrs. responded No Comment.
(v) Non-material amendments to barn conversion at Prospect farm 3016/14 Amendments noted.
(vi) Granting of planning permission for The Shingles, London City Road. Noted
7. To receive an update on the council’s insurance renewal – The council has now received the renewal papers for a 3/5 year long term undertaking premium is £164-29. Standard cover, with everything necessary included. All agreed to go ahead with this policy.

8. To receive the findings of the external audit report from BDO LLP for 2013/14  – The report was received with one comment “Minute reference not entered in Section 1”.  The Chair expressed his thanks to the outgoing Clerk Alex Pullen Responsible Finance Officer for her hard work.  
9. To consider the advertising revenue of the Wilby/Brundish Parish Newsletter. Cllr Williamson confirmed that all revenue is now split equally between the PCC’s of Wilby & Brundish.
10. To consider the feasibility of a Village Survey. Following a brief discussion all were in favour of taking this forward. Cllr. Ian Taylor will take the lead and has samples from a survey done by another village. Cllr. Strehlow will assist. They have been requested to report back to the PC at the next meeting with some firm proposals, including the nature of the document, details of cost & how we can assist residents to complete the survey.
Meeting adjourned at 8-30
The village hall committee would like to be involved in the planning of the survey.
Meeting reconvened at 8-32. 
Cllr Taylor to liaise with the village Hall committee. 
11. To receive the findings of the feasibility investigations for a speed limit on London City Road. Cllr. Taylor has spoken to the majority of residents in London City Road & they have all signed a petition to support the reduction in the speed limit. Cllr. Taylor will draft a letter to SCC Highways proposing to reduce the speed limit from 60mph to 30mph.
Meeting adjourned at 8-40
The public raised the question of including a weight limit. However this is not practical due to Farms along this road. An application for this has been refused in the past.

Meeting reconvened 8-45

The PC agreed to support this application to SCC for a speed restriction. The clerk will check to see if there is a standard procedure for applying for this change.

12. To consider the purchase of a village defibrillator. Cllr. Taylor confirmed that the village hall committee had considered this in detail. Funds are available by way of an arrangement with Rix petroleum that gives back 0.04p per litre to community funds. Cllr. Williamson will contact Tim Gillingham for further details and will report back at the next meeting. Suggestions for siting include the wall of the village hall or in the telephone box.

13. To consider a “first” draft budget for 2015/16 Cllr Williamson proposed that the FWG will meet on 13th November and report back at the next meeting. All agreed.

14. Finance
(i) Current Account 
Bank balance  (21/10/14)


£1,106.05
(ii) Reserve Account 
Bank balance (21/10/14)


£7,355.42
The clerk stated that the reserve account had increased by 0-09p since the printing of the agenda.

15. Account Payments:

(i) A Pullen


Handover & Expenses


£101.88

(ii) HMRC



Month 7



£18.37

(iii) Community Action Suffolk
Insurance premium


£164.29
Cllr. Williamson proposed and Cllr. Lee seconded. All agreed to sanction the payments.
16. To receive and discuss items from Parish Councillors:
(i) Cllr. Dupuy forwarded comments in her absence and confirmed that the link to the broadband campaign was now on the website.

(ii) Cllr. Dupuy has also included a Public Comments page on the website. Cllrs. Dupuy & Holliday will monitor this.

(iii)  Fred Dupuy will update the Emergency plan details. 

(iv)  Fred Dupuy has also received the Ash Dieback toolkit, this will also be uploaded to the website.

(v) Cllr Williamson updated the council on discussions that took place at the Parish Liaison meeting held on 4th November, including details on Broadband, mobile phone masts, filming of PC meeting, policy on sky lanterns & Helium balloons, accommodation of the District Council, Community Achievements awards and an update on Planning Policy.

(vi) Cllr. Lee requested that a draft agenda be posted two weeks before the meetings to ensure enough time for the residents to see it. A final agenda with any additional amendments needs to be posted a clear three days prior to the meeting.
17. Correspondence received – Noted and circulated
18. To receive items for the next Agenda:

(i) Grievance Procedure policy & Disciplinary policy, both to be circulated before the meeting.
(ii) Budget
(iii) Update on the Speed limits survey
19. Date and time of next meeting – 7 January 2015 at 7.30 in the Coronation Hall, Wilby
20. Date and time of meetings in 2015:

7th January 2015

4th March 2015

13th May 2015 Change of date due to elections. Combined with APM

1st July 2015

2nd September 2015

4th November 2015

All meetings to start at 7-30pm

21. Meeting Close – The meeting closed at 9.27pm
Signed as correct.


Chair____________________________________Date________________


